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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
TEACHING RESOURCES

Teach Starter is proud to be part of International Women’s Day 2020. 

Our dedicated team of teachers, designers and illustrators have created a range of resources that will make 
classrooms buzz while helping champion and celebrate International Women’s Day. 

We would love to share some ideas on how to use these resources to educate 
and inspire your students.

A simple way to participate in and help promote the day is by decorating your classroom with your classroom  
Inspirational Quote Posters and/or the Inspirational Women Pro�les. 

The informative International Women's Day Fact Sheet can also be presented and/or discussed to teach 
students about International Women's Day, explore key related themes, learn some very interesting statistics 
about women's equality and discuss what can be done to forge women's equality in areas like government 
and work.

A number of learning activities are also available to help students learn about and explore gender-related 
issues. These can be compiled to make a complete day of learning experiences, used as special stand-alone 
lessons or incorporated into related key learning areas. 

For example, students could spend the day working through the International Women’s Day Inquiry Task or 
the All About My Role Model Activity Booklet. If you can’t dedicate an entire day to this event, consider reading 
one of the stories outlined in our blog 8 Amazing Children’s Books and Activities for International Women’s Day 
or substitute one subject’s lesson, for example Visual Art, for the corresponding learning experience in the 
International Women’s Day Activity Task Cards. 

In 2020, Teach Starter’s International Women’s Day Teaching Resources now include a Gender Inequality in 
Education Infographic Poster, an Examining Female Stereotypes PowerPoint, a Challenging Female Stereotypes 
Inquiry Task, a Female Gender Stereotypes Fact Sheet, The Women’s Wall of India Reading Comprehension 
Worksheet, a Female Participation in Secondary Education World Map, a set of Gender Scenario Task Cards and an 
International Women’s Day Assembly PowerPoint.

Tell us how you used the teaching resources in your classroom! 

Visit the Teach Starter website and leave a comment or follow us on Facebook/Instagram/Twitter and share 
your experiences. #EachforEqual #TeachStarter #IWD2020

Thank you for joining us in this year’s International Women’s Day! Together, we are encouraging young 
people to actively engage in conversations and experiences that equip them to question stereotypes and 
bias, promote gender balance and celebrate women's achievements. 

Together, we are making things #EachforEqual.



1 http://archive.ipu.org/wmn-e/world.htm
2 https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-global-gender-gap-report-2017
3 http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/fs45-literacy-rates-continue-rise-generation-to-next-en-2017.pdf

“International Women’s Day   is a global day celebrating the social, 
economic, cultural and political achievements of women. The day
also marks a call to action for moving towards gender parity. ”

- International Women’s Day website

THE MAIN AIMS OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ARE:

The International Women’s Day website says that the day “belongs to all groups”. People of all genders, 
cultures, ages, languages and religions can take part in International Women’s Day.  Some of the important 
topics that are thought about on International Women’s Day are:

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

poverty empowermentgender equality girls and women
in leadership

personal and
family safety

 access to education

While IWD celebrates 
inspirational 
contemporary and 
historical women, the day 
also aims to start 
conversations about 
gender equity issues. 

Did you know?
• Globally, women make up  
 less than 25% of people in  
 national parliaments  
 worldwide.1

• Women, on average, earn  
 25–40% less than men  
 who do the same job.2

• Across the world, over  
 60% of the people who  
 cannot read are women.3

 In 1975, IWD was 
adopted by the United 
Nations as an official, 

world-wide celebration 
of women’s rights and 

world peace.

Held every year, International 
Women’s Day (IWD) has taken 

place on 8 March for over
100 years.

to celebrate the
achievements of women

around the world

to empower
women and girls
around the world

to encourage
action on issues of

gender equality

100 YEARSFOR
OVER



Around the world, there are at least 34 million girls of primary 
school age out of school, compared to about 28 million boys.1

GENDER INEQUALITY IN EDUCATION

Two-thirds of the world’s 
illiterate adults are women.
This proportion of illiterate 
women has not changed for 
the past 20 years.2 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

15 million girls of primary school age will never have 
the opportunity to learn to read and write in primary 
school, compared to about 10 million boys.2

‘At least 60% of the 
world’s countries have 
fewer girls enrolled in 
secondary education 
than boys.’ 2

In general, girls who get an education: 

have fewer 
children

marry later

support healthier 
families

earn higher 
wages

$$

39% 45% 

Globally, only 39% of girls 
living in rural areas attend 
secondary school, 
compared to 45% of 
boys living in rural areas.2

1  https://www.globalpartnership.org/data-and-results/education-data
2 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)



Source: http://uis.unesco.org/en

Female Participation in Secondary Education

Very low participation (0% – 20% of eligible population)

Low participation (21% – 40% of eligible population)

Some participation (41% - 60% of eligible population)

Significant participation (61% – 75% of eligible population)



GROUND RULESGROUND RULESGender

Hmm.
That is such a myth! Plus, I 

am a girl, and I just got an A+ 
for my animal adaptations 

science inquiry project.

Hey, Charlie, do 
you need a hand?

You look like you’re 
having trouble.

What are you 
talking about? That 

makes no sense!

It is common knowledge that 
boys are better at maths and 
science, and girls are better at 

reading and writing.

Anyway, there are so 
many amazing female 

scientists and 
mathematicians who have 

changed the world. 

Nah. I am okay, 
Monique.

Science is not really
 my thing. It is all right, 

though. It is just because 
I’m a girl.



LAB 

NOTEBOOK

And what about Maryam Mirzakhani’s achievements 
in maths and geometry, which won her a Fields 
Medal – the most prestigious award in mathematics.

Girl, you can do 
anything you put your mind to! 

Being a girl doesn’t determine what 
you can or cannot do. Learning is 

not gender speci£c.

That makes sense. 
I need to believe in myself 

more and not listen to 
what others say I can or 

cannot do.

Or biochemist Gertrude Elion? She helped develop 
medicine to treat leukaemia and to improve the 
success of kidney transplants.

Whoo! 
That’s it! You go, girl!

Jane Goodall was an outstanding primatologist and 
anthropologist who became an expert on chimpanzees. 

What about Katherine Johnson, who cracked 
the mathematics and physics behind space 

®ight and made successful spacecra¯ 
journeys to the Moon and Mercury possible?



Gender Ground Rules 
Before Reading: Activating Prior Knowledge
Think for a minute about gender stereotypes. 
Which ones can you think of? Share your 
thoughts with a buddy.

During Reading: Inferring
While reading the comic, think about why 
Monique believes what she does about learning 
science, and where she learnt those stereotypes.

After Reading: Summarising
In your group, discuss the following parts of the 
comic:

• setting

• problem

• solution

• purpose.

Gender Ground Rules
Remembering
What is the writer’s main message?

Understanding
List three achievements of the remarkable women 
who are mentioned.

Applying
What stereotypes have you noticed? Do you think 
these women may have experienced  
similar problems?

Analysing
Draw a Venn diagram that compares two of 
the remarkable women in this comic. You may 
need to do some additional research.

Evaluating
What problems do you think might arise if Monique 
continues to believe gender stereotypes?

Creating
Design a poster that encourages girls not to let 
gender stereotypes hold them back.

International Women’s Day Reading Strategy Task Card International Women’s Day Thinking Task Card



Gender Ground Rules
In this comic, the author provides an example 
of an untrue and confidence-damaging gender 
stereotype. 

Brainstorm types of gender stereotypes that you 
have observed, and choose one that is important 
to you. Create your own comic depicting a 
scenario where a person overcomes a gender 
stereotype.

Gender Ground Rules
Increasing your vocabulary is an important part of 
adding detail to your writing. 

In the comic, the author uses many different types 
of words. Find out what each word below means 
and write it into a new sentence.

• myth

• gender

• specific

• primatologist

• determine

International Women’s Day Writing Task Card International Women’s Day Language Task Card



Gender Ground Rules
Literal Comprehension
1. Why does Monique believe she is not good at 

mathematics and science?

2. What does Monique say is not really her thing?

3. What does Charlie say the amazing female 
scientists and mathematicians have done?

Inferential Comprehension
4. What reasons might explain why people have 

fixed ideas about what boys and girls are  
good at?

5. Learning is not gender specific. What does this 
sentence mean to you?

Evaluative Comprehension
6. How would you compare the events and ideas 

in the comic to experiences you or someone 
you know has had. 

Gender Ground Rules – Answers
Literal Comprehension
1. Monique has been told that girls are not good 

at those subjects. Girls are better at English  
and writing.

2. Maths and science.

3. Answers from various examples will be supplied.

Inferential Comprehension
4. Answers will vary but may include traditional 

thinking, and limited knowledge of stereotypes.

5. Learning is not determined or limited by which 
gender you are, so if someone says you can 
or cannot learn something because of your 
gender, they are incorrect.

Evaluative Comprehension
6. Answers will vary.

International Women’s Day Reading Strategy Task Card International Women’s Day Thinking Task Card



INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

Think about a woman or girl who is a strong 
role model for you. 
Write a letter to the person, explaining what 
you admire about them and how they 
inspire you.

Write a set of interview questions to find out 
about the life experiences of a woman that 
you know. It may be a family member or 
friend. 
If you can, conduct your interview. Share 
your research with the class.

Choose an inspirational woman from the 
present day or the past.
Using the letters of their name, write an 
acrostic poem about them.

Use recycled objects or materials to create a 
collage portrait of an inspirational girl or 
woman from the present day or the past.

Create a comic strip with at least ten cells 
that features a girl or woman as the main 
character. Tell the story of how the character 
overcomes adversity.

Read about the experiences of an 
inspirational woman or girl, such as Malala 
Yousafzai, Rosa Parks or Jessica Watson.
Create a short video or digital presentation 
that tells their story. Highlight any social, 
cultural or political changes their actions 
have contributed to.

Write a list of adjectives that describe a 
woman who becomes a leader or role 
model.

In pairs or small groups, brainstorm ways 
that you and your friends can make the 
world a better place for women and girls of 
all nationalities.
Present your ideas as a mind map.



INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ACTIVITY

On a sheet of paper, draw a person for each of 
the following occupations: 
• nurse
• doctor
• firefighter
• scientist
• astronaut
• politician
• gardener
• artist.

Compare your drawings to those of your 
classmates. See how many people drew 
women and how many people drew men for 
each occupation.

Select a well-known brand that makes 
products for both women and men, e.g. 
clothing, shoes, hair care. Use the Internet to 
find advertising images or videos that each 
brand uses to promote their products.
Complete a Y-Chart analysis of each ad, 
identifying what each ‘looks like’, ‘feels like’ and 
‘sounds like’.
In pairs or small groups, find the similarities and 
differences between advertising for women’s 
products and advertising for men’s products.

Select a country located in a different part of 
the world. Research what life is like for young 
people in that country.
Create a timetable that shows a day in the life 
of a girl in the country and another that shows 
a day in the life of a boy in the country.
Compare the activities of each gender and 
describe what you notice.

Visit the International Women’s Day website to 
find out this year’s International Women’s Day 
campaign theme.
Use photography, collage, painting, drawing or 
another medium to create an artwork inspired 
by the theme.

Watch an episode of a cartoon or television 
show that features a girl or woman as the main 
character. While you are watching, take note of 
the adjectives that other characters use to 
describe the main character.
As a class, compile lists under the headings 
mentioned below of the words or phrases 
used to describe the female character.
• Related to Appearance
• Related to Skill or Ability

Compare the lists and describe what you 
notice.

In pairs, research a girl or woman role model 
from the present day or the past.
Create a ten-question, multiple choice quiz 
about the life and achievements of the person 
you have researched.
Swap with another pair and complete each 
other’s quiz.



Role ModelRole Model



6

As a class, brainstorm what
you think a role model is.

1



Words to describe the
personality of my role model

(what she is like on the inside):

4

Three reasons why my role
model is awesome:

11

22

33

3



A girl or woman that I admire is:

2

My role model has taught me to...

5



Three reasons why my role
model is awesome:

A girl or woman that I admire is:

2

Words to describe the
personality of my role model

(what she is like on the inside):

4
6

Three reasons why my role
model is awesome:

11

22

33

3

My role model has taught me to...

5

Role ModelRole Model

As a class, brainstorm what
you think a role model is.

1
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